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oonish upright bass that looks
ike it escaped from a Salvador
Dali painting...the “superstar” of
your custom stringed instrument
designs. Can you describe this
pright bass in just one sen-
ence?

Like most things upright I can
robably sum it up in just one
ord even... big.

What motivated you to make the
"#statement: “...1 felt acoustic bass
itars sorely needed more atten-
jon from bassists”. When you
egan to work on custom
designs, what part of bass culture
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‘acoustic rhealm so ignored’?

Bass guitars in general are rela-
tively new instruments and were
born in 1951 out of essentially a
bastardized electric guitar... key-
boards come from piano’s, electric
guitars come from acoustic gui-
tars, but the bass guitar comes
from a weird mishmash of electric
guitars and acoustic upright bass-
es. It just seemed so ass-back-
wards to me that the instruments
evolution had skipped over an
acoustic period entirely.

There were some pre-bass-guitar
fretted upright basses, a few com-
panies have made acoustic basses

are largely tonal decisions, but 1
have to confess I'm a sucker for a
nice chunk of exotic hardwood. 1
usually like to show clients the
options out there and let the pret-
ty wood do the selling. It really is
ajoy and to be able to work with
some of these exotics from around
the world, and it makes me sad to
think that the days are numbered
for a lot of those species....there
are a few guitar supply houses
that you can find reclaimed or
FSC certified materials now, so it
is an improving situation. Still, I'd
recommend you go hug a tree.
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strips of spruce glued here and
there. The course really helped
de-mystify the process for me.
As well, seeing all the variants
of designs and materials really
gave me a better sense that each
guitar being built was going to
be acoustically different, and that
that difference wasn't a bad or
good thing, it's just a ‘not the
same’ thing.

What motivated you to set up
“The Imaginary Bass Players
Union”? What's it's purpose?
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tools and supplies...

Credit is due largely to my broth-
er and his wife for gingerly pack-
ing up the Venosta shop contents,
loading it up into the truck, and
hauling here to my home-based
shop. The tools are made to be
pretty rugged, but the wood
boxes were really scary to open.
I'd still like to get the Venosta
shop running again as a personal
wood and parts supply shop that
I could leave up to my brother to
run. I really loved working up in
the Gatineaus... they had smoke
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rie info on the web, but a
s-on course from someone
experience is really
uable, a lot of secrets can
~ out over a coffee. 1 learned
a lot from working on cheap
instruments, and even today I
like whipping up beater-guitars
both for kicks and experiment-
ing. It can be a little intimidat-
ing working on a guitar for the
first time, but like so many ©
things, the best way to learn is 4
to learn is by doing.... probably
destroying a perfectly good
instrument or two along the
way.

Check out: httpy//bassunion.org Jall-
gower/ for more info on Drew.




